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Arctic September Extents, 1979-2009 
Credit: NSIDC  
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The amount of change (and the rate of 
change) a system can undergo and 
retain its defining characteristics 



The capacity to absorb disturbance 

High 

New defining 
characteristics 

New defining 
characteristics 

Low 
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For animations, go to: 
http://seaice.alaska.edu/gi/observatories/barrow_radar 
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Warren Matumeak 
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The amount of change (and the rate of 
change) a system can undergo and 
retain its defining characteristics 



�  Partnering with science to diversify their 
knowledge and information (science as 
another tool in their toolbox) 

�  Remaining connected to and observant of 
the environment 

�  Understanding what is most important to 
them - knowing their key cultural aspects to 
sustain in a changing world 




