
Data Analysis with Team Squirrel-Analysis 
Questions 
       Name_____________________ 
       Team Members_____________ 
         _____________ 
         _____________ 
After each team member generates a graph of one of the data sets, 
discuss the resulting graphs and complete the following: 

1. Sketch of graph showing x and y axes. 

 

 
1. With your group, discuss the notable characteristics of your graph. 

Explain these in a short descriptive paragraph citing specific data 
values and the dates when these changes occur.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Compare the data set for a male squirrel and a female. What are the 
differences? What are the similarities? 

 
 
 
 

3. Using the August data only, examine the high points and low points of 
the graph. Is there any predictable pattern? How often do they 
peak? 

 



 
 

 
Sketch a segment of the August graph with one day increments on 
the x axis. 

4. What is the daily fluctuation in body temperature? 
 
 

 
5. In the arctic summer there are 24 hours of daylight and no darkness. 

What are some of the possible cues that the squirrels could use to set 
their biological clocks? How might they know what time to be active 
and when to sleep? 

 
 
 
 
 

6. The 24 hour cycle of activity shown in the graph is known as a 
circadian rhythm. Many arctic animals such as caribou and 
ptarmigan show no circadian rhythm for daily activity. Why might the 
circadian rhythm seen in ground squirrels be beneficial to them? How 
could this help their survival?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


