Clue cards for interactive migration mapping activity…


•
  And they’re off!  Tundra swans begin a 4.000 mile journey each Fall across the frozen lands of Alaska and Canada making their way to the Chesapeake Bay.  Different flocks take different routes.  Let’s follow a group of tundra swans and see where they might land on their way.  Their first stop is in the Northwest Territories.  By the time they arrive it is late and they are hungry.  They land in Great Bear Lake near Yellowknife.  They dive for shellfish and eat roots in the lake’s bottom. 


•
  The next morning they take off again.  Males and female swans are called cobs and pens.  This group rests in a park in Regina, Saskatchewan a few days later.  Here they munch on plants and rest up, they’ve still got a long way to go! 


•
  Look right above North Dakota to find the tundra swans' last stop before entering the United States.  They’ve made a long journey already, over tundra, forests and cities.  When they left Alaska, the brutal winter was setting in.  They are about halfway now. They’re last Canadian stop is in Lake Winnipeg near the city of Winnipeg.


•
  Welcome to the United States!  A farmer in North Dakota looks out on his field to see the swans eating leftover corn from the harvest.  Yummy!  They are happy for a good snack!


•
  Minnesota is the next stop for these swans!  People who live in Minneapolis know that winter is coming when they hear the whistling  sound that the flapping wings of the tundra swans make.  Minnesota is known as the “Land of 10,000 Lakes”.  They should have no problem finding a stopping place here!


•
   An early winter storm grounds the swans for a few days.  Luckily they have found a pond with lots of grassy places to sleep and pondweed for munching.  They are near Lake Winnebago in Wisconsin now.


•
  In between Michigan and Pennsylvania, the swans find a great stopping place in huge Lake Erie.  They rest for a day here before taking off on their final flight before the Chesapeake!


•
  Finally, the journey is over!  The swans arrive with a splash in Chesapeake.  They will stay here all winter long before returning on the same journey north to have babies.  They’ll be back next year though!

