
 
 

 

Teacher Speaks on PolarTREC to 

Antarctica at AMSE 

Travel to Antarctica by discovering how to 

follow Alex Eilers, Education Manager at the 

Pink Palace Museums in Memphis, on her 2012 

PolarTREC adventure to study the Weddell seals 

in the Ross Sea on November 13 at 2 pm at the 

American Museum of Science and Energy in 

Oak Ridge. 

 

During the one-hour presentation "Passport to 

Antarctica" on November 13 at 2 pm, Eilers will 

share information about Antarctica itself; the 

Weddell Seal, the expedition and some of the 

equipment they will use; extreme cold weather 

gear; and how the public can follow and 

participate in her journey from January 7 through 

February 20, 2012.  

 

PolarTREC(Teachers and Researchers Exploring 

and Collaborating) opens windows to exciting 

cutting edge polar science for teachers, 

researchers, classrooms and the public. Eilers 

was selected to participate in the 2012 

PolarTREC and has been preparing and training 

for this opportunity for months.  

 

Children and adults are encouraged to attend 

"Passport to Antarctica," a special AMSE 

program to find out how to participate, 

communicate and connect with Eilers as she 

joins the PolarTREC research team to learn more 

about the Weddell seals and how they dive and 

forage for food during the winter when days are 

shorter and there is more sea ice cover. Without 

this information, it is difficult to predict how seals will respond to changing environmental 

conditions. By using the seals to collect ocean data, the team is collecting important information 

 

 



which will be used to develop models to predict the role of the Southern Ocean in global climate 

processes.  

 

Growing up in Chillicothe, Illinois, Alice (Alex) Eilers dreamed of becoming a teacher. Ms 

Eilers, received her undergraduate degree in Elementary Education from the University of 

Mississippi in 1990 and completed her graduate degree in Educational Psychology at the 

University of Memphis in 1996. Currently she is manager of education at the Pink Palace 

Museum in Memphis, were she teaches a variety of subjects including astronomy, natural and 

cultural history to area Pre-K through 8th grade. She is also involved in a number of national 

teacher professional development programs. In 2008, she was selected to participate in a research 

project studying Leatherback sea turtles through the NOAA Teacher at Sea Program. Ms. Eilers 

is in the MESSENGER Educator Fellowship and has also participated in the UMASS - STEM 

Polar Connections Program. 

 

More info: 

 Passport to Antarctica 

 PolarTREC Journal on Weddell Seals in the Ross Sea 

 PolarTREC 

 

http://www.memphismuseums.org/ed-event_program-14549/
http://www.polartrec.com/expeditions/weddell-seals-in-the-ross-sea/journals
http://www.polartrec.com/

