Teacher-Researcher Networking Strategy

Michael League

Communication

The team’s primary methods of communication will be electronic.  Emails have been exchanged and utilized regularly in the pre-field preparations - coordinating packing, travel, and lab meetings.  Dr. Marsh and Mike participated in the pre-field logistics field call and had further opportunities to meet and discuss a project to help the lab.

Gathering a Following (Local Media, Schools)

Press releases were done through the local media channels, mostly coordinated by Mike.  Local media efforts include Delaware News Journal, Delaware First, and local teachers.  Other schools within the Indian River School District were informed through building principals via a presentation Mike gave at a Superintendent’s meeting.  Subsequent emails were issued through David Maull, the Indian River School District’s PR department, and specifically through the Science department and Steve Cardano.  

Additionally, using Delaware Department of Education contacts, PolarTREC information was shared at a state-curriculum training and emails were sent out with PolarTREC information.  Also, in August, information was distributed on the PolarTREc expedition through the Delaware Teachers of Science.  

Finally, PolarTREC information was shared at two nation-wide conferences: ISTE in Philadelphia and AVID in Chicago.  During presentations, Mike presented PolarTREC information and distributed PolarTREC business cards.           

Background Information & Skills

Utilizing previous experience with Dr. Marsh, Mike is required to prepare for WinFly diving operations by completing the requisite dry suit dives, safety training, and submitting all documentation to Raytheon’s Supervisors of Diving Operations.  Additionally, Mike will need to read the NSF project proposal and background journal literature.  Mike will also need to become extremely familiar with the Underwater Field Guide to Ross Island & McMurdo Sound, Antarctica.

http://www.peterbrueggeman.com/nsf/fguide/index.html
Science topics for Journals and Lessons
In the field, journals will be discussed as a team.  Input has been welcomed already and the team seems eager to collaborate.  Scientific topics already being discussed include: creature features, genetic laboratory techniques, the genetics of cold water adaptation. 

Below is a list of potential science topics for journals:

· Following the worm



Collection



Aquarium



Experimentation



DNA analysis



Colony back to DE

· Creature Features



Capitella



Sphiophenes



Sterechinus



Odontaster



Weddell seal



Emperor penguin



Sponges - Isodictya, Haliclonia, 


Jellyfish



Anemones


crinoid



isopod


molluscs



forams/diatoms


krill


fish


octopus   

Travel

Given our geographic proximity, there really is no need for additional funding to further our collaboration.  The only possibility might be if a professional meeting presented the opportunity to collaborate on a presentation.
