Teacher-Researcher Networking Plan

Due Date: Before Departing for the Expedition
The Teacher-Researcher Networking Plan is a strategy for long-term collaboration with your research team, describing ideas for communicating and working together both before and after the field experience. 

You should develop the Plan collaboratively, seeking feedback and ideas from your research team.

There is no formal template for the Teacher-Researcher Networking Plan, although you can write paragraphs or bullet style documents in Word or another word processing program. In this document you can answer any or all of the questions below, or come up with questions of your own.
· How will you communicate with the team before the field experience? 

- Met with Julie and Ross in February

- Julie came to Heath in May; stayed overnight with me

- We've been in regular email contact about various logistical issues.

- REU website for issues about the program and planning

· Are there ways you can collaborate before the expedition to inform the public, media, and other schools about the upcoming expedition?

- I have received advice from Julie and Ross about presenting to groups and about being interviewed by the media. Julie gave me several resources (videos, slides, etc.) to aid in my presentations.

· What background scientific information is essential for the field research? What journals, books, or other materials will the teacher use to learn this content?

- Julie and Ross have given me ample background reading material

- I will sit in on the student lectures we present to them in Svalbard to prepare them for establishing the research hypotheses and scientific data collection

· Are there tools the teacher should learn to use before the expedition? 

- refresh my knot-tying skills!

- refresh my boating skills!

- when in Svalbard we will get safety training with emphasis on arctic boat safety and survival suit wearing, and polar bear safety with firearm practice.

· What science topics or issues would you like to discuss as a team while in the field? 

- Effects of global warming on glaciers

- glacial structure and dynamics

- sedimentation processes of glaciers and how glacial sediments can be used to infer past climate

- to what extent can we use the data to help predict the effects of climate change in the future

- connections between the environment on Svalbard and what we infer the environment was like in Ice Age Boston.

· How will you collaborate to write and review lesson plans after the expedition? 

- Submit for review from Julie and Ross; primary contact will be via email

- I will be enrolling in an independent study course through UMASS – the main task for me will be creating lessons and units. Julie and Ross will be ultimately assessing my work on this. 

· ARCUS provides some funding to support travel before and/or after the expedition to support collaboration between teacher and research team. What ideas do you have for utilizing this support? 

- Have already talked about having Ross and/or Julie come to Heath after the expedition.

- attend the Arctic Workshop with Julie, Ross and students in the Fall

