Public Outreach Strategy
Cara Pekarcik (Southern Ocean Diatoms)
Due Date(s): Due Before Departing for the Expedition
Review After Returning from the Expedition
· Do you have strategies for presenting to other area schools about your experience? 
· Information email sent to two local districts (Braintree and Weymouth) in addition to my school district (Quincy).  

· Contacts with educator friends to present either in-person or virtually with schools in MA, PA, CA and MD.  

· Information sent to local universities

· Does your administration support this and do you have a means to handle requests?
· My administration is supportive of my interest in outreach.  While time away from school may not be provided for all outreach opportunities, my administration is willing to work with my requests.  In-person requests that cannot be fulfilled due to contractual duties at school may be completed during free release days provided throughout the school year or through virtual interactions during prep time (agreed upon with administration).  

· What strategies do you have for sharing your expedition with local media? 
· Edits will be made to the press release provided by ARCUS/PolarTREC.  These press release statements will be sent to local and regional newspapers.  

· Contact will be made with local TV and radio outlets, including WGBH Boston (PBS station), WBUR (Boston NPR), Quincy Access Television (QATV) Channel, The Weymouth Community Television and Education Talk Radio.
· Invitations for local media to attend outreach activities for photography and interview purposes.

· Does your school or your researcher’s institution have a media liaison who can assist you with this job? 
· Our school district does not have a media liaison, however, administrative secretaries have offered help in contacting local media connections.

· University of Rhode Island does have media contacts that I can access for additional help.
· What community groups could you present to? When and where will you present? 
· Mystic Aquarium Women in Science annual event

· Maritime Gloucester (Gloucester, MA) Public Lecture Series

· National Marine Life Center (NMLC) in Bourne, MA

· Blue Ocean Society in Rye, NH

· Kestrel Educational Adventures in Gloucester, MA
· Science Club for Girls in Cambridge, MA

All the above groups have facilities for lecture series.  The lectures would take place after the expedition, most likely in the spring series of these lectures (spring 2017).  

· Quincy community presentations sponsored by the Parent Advisory Council (PAC) at North Quincy High School.

· What groups or clubs do you belong to? How could they learn from your PolarTREC experience?  
· MA Audubon

· Maritime Gloucester

· Trustees of Reservations

· NerdNight

This expedition will allow me to share messages of conservation and climate change to groups like MA Audubon, but also to share scientific data and experiences with local researchers and community members interested in science information.  
