Needs Assessment Template

Due Date: Before Departing for the Expedition

The Needs Assessment should include your personal vision for your classroom and address your professional goals. It is an exploratory document, meant to contemplate and predict the ways that the PolarTREC experience will help you make desired changes in teaching methods and help you grow professionally. 

You can develop the needs assessment individually, but seek feedback or advice as needed from your research team, colleagues, administration, partner teachers, or others.

There is no formal template for the Needs Assessment, although most people write paragraphs or bullet style documents in Word or another word processing program. In this document you can answer any or all of the questions below, or come up with questions of your own.

Questions to address: 

· What is my personal vision for my classroom? - Even thought my students don't live in a polar region I want them to realize why it is important we study the poles.  Additionally, I want them to be able to connect how changes in the Arctic affect them.  I want this to occur through research and inquiry based labs where the teacher allows the students to hypothesize and come up with their own conclusions.   
· What are the realities faced in the classroom that may help or hinder my vision? - There are two major realities that might hinder.  First, students may not care too much since they have not been or may never be to the Arctic.  Connecting how changes in the Arctic also affect KY will solve this.  Second, the year is only so long and covering all the required content plus the Arctic/Polar Science content will be challenging.  Connecting Polar Science in other units of study and not having just a Polar Science unit can solve this.     

· What are realistic ways the experience can be shared with students? Through hands on experiments and talking to real work scientist. 
Specific issues to address:

· Three to five student needs related to specific curricula - lessons more engineering based (NGSS), help students see the relationship between Arctic and KY, help students see how ecology's different concept are connected 
· Three to five changes you would like to make to your teaching methods - less teacher guidance, improve students higher order thinking, better formative assessment, a natural desire the ask questions and seek to answer these questions 
· Three to five things you expect to learn during your experience - the culture of Greenland, improve experiment design, the sift in the range of plants/pollinators
· Three to five concepts you would like to teach “better” or differently - use questions as a direction of teaching instead of teacher lead, have experiment design become second nature to my students, help my students see how their are connections even if they are not visible
· Equity and expectations related to ethnicity, gender, socioeconomic, and differently-abled students

