Proctor - Classroom Needs Assessment 

1. Personal vision for my classroom:

· To create an interactive online learning environment that addresses climate literacy and uses Barrow, Alaska as a case study.

· To offer a hybrid oceanography course during the fall 2014 semester that uses open educational resources.

Existing advantages 

· I already have an established online and hybrid program.

· I have experience with online software.

· The climate literacy document is an excellent starting document.

Existing disadvantages

· Offering oceanography for the first time at SMCC and it might not make. We require 14 or more students to register for the course before the class begins.

· Developing online learning modules takes a lot of time and resources. 

· Developing a case study takes a lot of information - most of which I won't learn until I am in Barrow.

2. How the experience can be shared with students:

· A case study that uses Barrow as an example of how climate change can affect coastal communities. It brings together weather, coastal erosion, mapping, rock/sediment knowledge, population and infrastructure.

· To do a comparison between Phoenix and Barrow. Students can compare environment, climate, weather, plants, animals, resources, population, and infrastructure. This can be a lab activity, a research project, or a discussion activity.

3. Student needs related to specific curricula:

· Students need to have access to the online materials. Everything will go through Canvas (the course management system).  

4. Changes you would like to make to your teaching methods:

· I would like to create more interactivity and decision making into my online curriculum.

· I would like to learn how to use case studies as an effective learning tool.
· Consult with HERMYS team about interactive suggestions for distance learning and hybrid coursework. 

5. Things I expect to learn during this experience:

· I expect to learn a lot about climate change, coastal erosion, small community living, risk perceptions, tribal resilience, emergency response, and challenges facing the community and region, and the historical ecology for the region.

· I expect to learn how to put together a whole picture of the community, climate, challenges, etc so that I leave with a very good understanding of the region and how to translate that into something useful for my students.

6. Concepts I would like to teach “better” or differently:

· Teaching oceanography is new for me. I'd like to get material I can incorporate into my completely new curriculum. 

· I don't do a great job of teaching using case studies. This is a great opportunity for me to both create the case study and design how it will be taught/incorporated into the curriculum.

· I think bringing the human aspect to climate change will be fun and challenging. Figuring out ways to get my students to connect on a human level with the material because Barrow is so far, and different, from what there lives and experiences.

7. Equity and expectations related to ethnicity, gender, socioeconomic, and differently-abled students:

· The community college is diverse on all levels. It's important that I develop curriculum that infuses diversity (ethnicity, gender, socioeconomic, etc.) is very important. That's why Barrow offers a unique and interesting perspective toward climate change.
